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IT IS OUR BELIEF THAT ARIZONA ARCHITECTURE should reflect the region's

climate, culture and terrain, saluting it i i

notable characteristics. On the pages that follow, we showcase 10 homes that embody the

archi i s the
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and the jury worked very hard,”
says George Christensen, FAIA, chairman of the 14th-annual Architect:
Designed Homes of the Year Competition. The contest was cosponsored by
The American Institute of Architects and Phoenix Home & Garden maga-
zine. Jury members Jon Kitchell of Kitchell Custom Homes, Jim Richard of
Richard & Bauer Architecture, LLC, and Jack Black of Langdon Wilson
Architecture were instructed to look for “genuine expressions of process and
place that say something about the Arizona lifestyle.” The result: two Honor
Awards, three Merit Awards and one Citation for projects ranging from

renovations to new construction. Christensen says jurors looked for an

idea carried all the way through the plan—beginning outside, continuing into

the structure, and expressed in the interior forms. “And most of all, they
fooked for a strong relationship of the building to the site,” he notes. “Some
integrated everything from the moment you left your car until you were
inside the house looking out.  “The bottom line is that there was a strong
sense of desert Arizona architecture in the winning projects,” Christensen

concludes.  See for yourself on the next six pages. —LJB
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Further distinguishing this property,a can-
ilevered steel trllis begins outside and con-
tinues into a foyer accessed by an outsize:

d clerestory windows bencath a
ingular steel
terior spa

pi
floating roof supported by i
s allow light to penetrate int

Outside the living room, a riangular glass
wallframes views of a dramatic infinity edge
ool and the desert beyond.




