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RANCH
‘The Arizona Ranch house has an easy history sas architect Ron
MeCi

the hostle environmen, the urban version of the courtyard
house—a walled compound. What went to Calfornia was the
country i

begins with the end of the Givil War and ends when the railway
18905 OF.

“The first Arizona Ranch houses, he says,were fortresses.
Step back intime to the close of the Civil War, Catle anchers
 McCoy says
the Apache Indians. When the Apaches started attacking, the army
needed to protect the ranchers. As the army grev more catle were.
It h

War,
Arizona than anywhere in the country.
‘The courtyard-style Ranch home originated in Pompei, was.

.m.mw o Spain with the Roman Empire, blended with Moorish
d then traveled to North i

o McCoy. What went to Mexico and then Arizona was, because of

Simple rooms,thick walls and  ack of porches characterize the

Arizona Ranch home. After all, i you're under attack, you dorit

want a_porch, McCoy says. Roofiops were used for defensive

‘purposes—residents could get on thei roofs and fight. Outdoor

spaces ke courtyards, wee incorported s the man vl
L The syles bas

exposed-beamrossan ey imber construtonathough “he

a1 McCoy say.

“Technically,the end ofthe Ranch house came with the ralroad,
'McCoy says, which brought ot only wood, but aso pattern books
of Victorian architecture from the East Coast. Porches moved
outsde, and wood and brick replaced adobe. But Ranchs hisory
continued with adaptations, as architects and scholars found
ways to carry the styl into modern times, with severa significant
stepping sones along the vay.






these mile markers came in 1946, when CIff May,in

conjunction with Sunset magazine, wrote “Western Ranch Houses”

o share the styles merits and its place in the Southwest. He

v coined theterm family room and described the corridor as

The next important movement was the Case-Study movement

in post-World War II Southern California, which asked, “What is

the new home for the American suburb?” “These Case-Study

houses are very much the next phase of the Ranch house?” McCoy

say. Interiors stat to incorporate more modern materials—stec,

pen space. Al Beadle one of the Case-Study architects,

architectue to Phoenix.

n might dominate function these days—the abilty

o fight from our roofs and remain secure in walled courtyards

s, thankfully, less necessary—homeown

continue to be inspired by the Arizona R













LEAVING A LEGACY.
Though all custom homes are, by definfion, one of a kind, why ot go one step
futher and buid an onginal Frank Lioyd Wright design? The Frank Licyd Wright.
buit—
during his TOyear career. The designs, part of the Frank Lioyd Wight Legacy
Program, must be buit unaltered except to fitthe ste and current buiding codes

alegacy home, contact Talesin Archtects at 4806143500




